PENISTONE TOWN COUNCIL ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 

TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT

28th APRIL 2008

INTRODUCTION

This report provides a summary of the work and progress the Town Council has made over the past year.  It is not intended to be a comprehensive report, but it does illustrate the wide range of work that has been undertaken and the progress that has been made.

MAYORAL AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

This has been a busy Mayoral year with 26 Civic engagements including the launch of the South and West Yorkshire British Legion Poppy Appeal and the first launch of the Penistone Poppy Appeal. The Mayor’s Parade and Gala in June was fortunate to have a fine weekend before the rains came down a week or two later which cancelled many other events in South Yorkshire.

It would be impossible to stage many events including the gala, bonfire and Christmas lights switch on without the help and support of Penistone Round Table and our thanks to them for their dedication to our community. 

The Community Equipment Bank administered by the Council continues to be a major assistance to local events.

The Mayor’s Charity for 2007/2008 is Bluebell Wood Hospice.

TOWN COUNCIL ELECTION

The entire Council of 15 members was up for election in May 2007 with New Town Council Wards.  Seven new councillors were elected. The new Town Council wards are described in the Penistone Town Council Newsletter.

NEW COMMITTEE STRUCTURE

The new Committees are Leisure and Amenities (including both the Paramount and the Community Centre), Finance and General Purposes, Development and Regeneration and Town Services. The Planning Committee and Road Safety Advisory Group remain unchanged. 

TRANS PENNINE TRAIL LIGHTING PROJECT

Following requests by several residents, a project was launched to provide street lighting on the Trans Pennine Trail between the Community Centre and Wentworth Crescent. This remains a permissive access only but the improvements have been appreciated by all that use this route.  The Safer and Stronger Communities Partnership provided funding. 

NATIONAL SCHOOL

The Penistone Town Council agreed to transfer a small area of land at the rear of the National School to enable the trustees to develop this building.

PENISTONE PLAY AREA

The playground adjacent Penistone show ground has new toddler play equipment funded by the Town Council.

FAIR TRADE STATUS

The Town Council renewed its commitment to the status of Fair Trade Town during 2007.

PENISTONE CARRY-A-BAGGERS

A new project to reduce plastic carrier bag waste in Penistone has been launched. This includes the provision of a reusable fabric shopping bag to every household in Penistone, together with an information guide.  This project is supported by the Co-op, Penistone Town Council and local businesses.  

THE PENISTONE PARAMOUNT

The Penistone Paramount continues to provide a host of entertainment for our residents and the visitors to our town.  This includes the latest films and  live programmes for all ages.

An ongoing programme of improvements to the building continues.  A successful grant application for an upgrade to the exterior has been made to the UK film council with additional funding being sought from Yorkshire Forward and English Heritage. 

None of this would be possible without the team of dedicated staff we have working for us who provide the welcoming face for our guests and also the work of the unseen backroom support team. The efforts of them all are much appreciated. 

The agreement with Penistone Cinema Organ Trust for siting of the Compton Organ in the Paramount expires next year and discussions between the Penistone Town Council and Penistone Cinema Organ Trust are ongoing for a possible renewal of this agreement.  This will require the approval of Barnsley MBC, the owners of the building.

ST JOHN’S COMMUNITY CENTRE

The community centre continues to be a well used community resource.  The building is now hosting fewer adult learning courses due to the changes in the funding.  However new groups are now able to access the available space. As at the Paramount, an ongoing maintenance and improvement programme continues. Our support staff at the Community Centre makes it the successful venue it is and our thanks go to them all for their hard work and commitment.  A major project to refurbish the kitchen areas and tackle damp patches is to commence during the summer months. Unfortunately this may cause some disruption.

The Town Council is currently in negotiation with an organisation which wishes to lease the Resource Centre during the day.

NEWSLETTER AND WEB SITE

Attached is the first newsletter from our Council, which you may have already received at home. It is intended to publish this four times per year.  We are also in the process of updating our website in collaboration with the young people at the Surf N Snack Internet café who will be keeping the community web site up to date.

SUMMARY OF ACCOUNTS 2006/2007

A summary of the audited accounts for 2006/07 is attached to this report.

The level of precept was reduced by £26,000, as the original increase was expected to provide matched funding for projects within the Market Town Initiative Scheme, which has now ended. The level of balances was sufficiently high enough to absorb any inflationary increases and to fund projects already identified.

Overall receipts have increased. This is mainly due to the additional income generated by Yorkshire Day tickets and external grant funding received. Grants were received towards the Sound System and Yorkshire Day.

Staff costs have remained static. Pay increases have been in line with recommendations of National Pay Awards. There was a significant period without a manager at the Paramount which resulted in a saving against budget. Expenditure has increased as a result of the projects and grant funded events already identified i.e. Yorkshire Day and the Sound System. There were also been significant improvements to the community centre car park, toilets and work on the boundary wall.

The bank balances are unusually high as the precept for 2007/2008 was paid prior to the beginning of the financial year.
